WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, CHURCHTOWN
Sunday 14th September 2020 TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Parish Office Opening Hours: Monday, Thursday, Friday 10am – 2 pm
.
Tel. Numbers: Parish Office: 01 2984642 Sacristy: 2984642 & press 2
Fr. Brian Edwards 01 2984642
Website www.goodshepherdchurchtown.ie
E-mail: info@goodshepherdchurchtown.ie
Mass Intentions for the Coming Week
The Celebration of 1st Holy Communion and Confirmation.
The celebration of 1 st Holy Communion and Confirmation for the children and past
Sunday 13th September 2020
pupils of Good Shepherd Primary School will take place on the following dates:
10am Margaret Crowley Anniversary
Saturday October 10th Celebration of Holy Communion at 10am and 12noon
Nora Maher 3rd Anniversary
Saturday October 17th Sacrament of Confirmation at 10am and 11.30am
Paddy Keogh Recently Deceased
There are more ceremonies to be planned for the children and young people from
Sharon Kelly Special Intention
Educate Together School and those whose families have requested 1st Holy Communion
12noon Eileen McMorrow
and Confirmation. These dates will be finalised before the end of September.
Cian O’Neill Recently Deceased
All ceremonies will be celebrated with much smaller numbers and in keeping with the
Eileen O’Brien Anniversary
ongoing advice and guidance from government and health authorities. These dates
Leon Walsh RIP
maybe changed at very short notice if advice from health authorities is given. Thank you
Noeleen Dormer Anniversary
for your ongoing co-operation and understanding.
Monday 14th September 2020
10am
Church opens for private prayer

Statement to Parishes from Archbishop Diarmuid Martin

On September 8th last our Archbishop Diarmuid Martin issued a communication to
th
parishes. The main points are printed below:
Tuesday 15 September 2020
The Acting Chief Medical Officer has drawn attention to the worrying increase in people
10am
Special Intention (Get Well)
contracting the Coronavirus in the greater Dublin area. He addressed an urgent appeal
Larry Murphy Recently Deceased
for strict observance of all the hygiene measures that are needed at this moment. It is
Mary Farrell Recently Deceased
important that our parishes and Churches give good example and that we remind people
of our common responsibility to prevent the spreading of the virus. In my experience
Wednesday 16th September 2020
parishes have been scrupulous in respecting the current norms. Stewarding has been
10am
Special Intention
correct without being offensively martial. Numbers attending have not been great but
Thursday 17th September 2020
there has been a slow increase as people begin to overcome initial fears. There are
10am
Special Intention
indications however that social distancing in some cases has become loose, especially
before and after liturgical ceremonies. I know that the public health authorities have
Friday 18th September 2020
contacted several bishops concerned about breaches of social distancing.
10am
Teresa Edwards RIP
Ross Edwards RIP
I have seen some examples in our Dublin Churches and indeed some parishes have
published photos on parish websites that indicate poor practice. I would ask all parishes
Saturday 19th September 2020
to examine carefully how they can foster staggered exiting from Churches and prevent
6pm GLASS
Kathleen
Murphy 17th Anniversary
gatherings at Church entrances. In addition, I would remind parishes that the norms
STAINED
WINDOW
Edward & Laurence Keegan
which permit gatherings of up to 50 people or “pods” of 50 people in Church buildings
Our stained glass
window, which depicts the Good applies to religious services alone. For any other gatherings such as meetings or
Anniversary
concerts, the limit is 6 people. There is a growing awareness internationally that “visors”
Sunday 20th September 2020
provide less protection than face masks. While the current public health norms permit
10am
the use of “visors” where there are health reasons for not wearing face masks prudence is
12noon
advised. Should a participant at liturgies and especially a priest, deacon or parish worker
contract the virus, they should inform the public health authorities and facilitate tracing
measures and follow public health advice regarding deep cleaning of the Church building
Pray for those who died recently:
where this is required. Once again I am happy that for the most part Churches are
William Wall
exemplary in their respect for the norms. The growing number of cases in the greater
Mick Blake
Dublin area would urge us to be particularly vigilant at this moment.

Leon Walsh
May they rest in peace
PARISH LOTTO

Our Jackpot currently stands at

€13,000
The next Parish Lotto Draw will take
place Monday September 14th.

Financial Corner
Donations Received in the Church and
Parish Office

1st Collection €992.31
2nd Collection SHARE € 237.57
Family Offering Envelopes €987.29
Shrines €431.40
Lotto €397.40
Thank You for your
generosity and support.

continued

Stained-Glass Window Project
Parishioners will now see that our stained-glass window, which was removed during the
month of July, is back in place. Over the years the window, which depicts the Good
Shepherd, had seriously deteriorated, and required urgent restoration. After almost
seventy years in position it was out of line by up to five inches and extreme pressure was
being exerted on the individual glass pieces. As these glasses cannot bend, many
cracked. The window had sagged and bulged to such a degree there were serious
concerns it might collapse.
For the last two months the window has been in the studio workshops of Sheridan
Stained Glass, Newtown, Kells, Co. Kilkenny where Joe Sheridan and his team of
craftsmen have expertly restored this beautiful piece of artwork. In the workshops full
scale tracings were made of each of the panels that make up the window. The individual
coloured glass pieces were then removed from the old lead frames and were cleaned.
Cracked pieces were replaced with glass from the same period.
New stainless-steel frames were manufactured in the workshops for each of the glass
panels. Strengthening bars were added to provide them with the required support. The
individual panels are now fully supported without affecting the overall appearance or
effect of the stained-glass window.
With the restoration project now completed, and the return of this beautiful tribute to the
Good Shepherd, we can hopefully look forward to brighter days under its guiding light.

