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Friday 1st October 2021
10am Altar List of the Dead
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Sunday 3 October 2021
10am Rose Twyford (A)
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Pray for those who died recently

Ann Doyle
William Shanahan
Tom Carney
Martin Scanlon
Isobel Dunne
May they rest in peace

Pastoral Arrangements

Parish Lotto
Jackpot €15,000

September 26th – October 3rd
These may change at short notice.
Sunday September 26th
Church opens at 9am.
Mass at 10am and 12noon
Limited to 50% capacity )
Church closes at 7pm.
Monday September 27th
Church opens at 9am for private prayer
Church closes at 7pm.
Tuesday September 28th
Church opens at 9am.
Mass at 10am (Limited to 50% capacity )
Church closes at 7pm.
Wednesday September 29th
Church opens at 9am.
Mass at 10am (Limited to 50% capacity )
Church closes at 7pm.
Thursday September 30th
Church opens at 9am.
Mass at 10am (Limited to 50% capacity )
Church closes at 7pm.
Friday October 1st
Church opens at 9am.
Mass at 10am (Limited to 50% capacity )
Church closes at 7pm.
Saturday October 2nd
Church opens at 9am for Private Prayer.
Sacrament of Baptism 10am
Sacrament of Confirmation 11.30am
Mass at 5pm. (Limited to 50% capacity )
Church closes after Mass.
Sunday October 3rd
Church opens at 9am.
Mass at 10am and 12noon. (Limited to 50%
capacity ) . Church closes at 7pm.
Sacrament of Confirmation
We wish all our young people and their
families every blessing in preparation for the
Sacrament of Confirmation which will be
celebrated in the Parish on Saturday October
nd
2 at 11.30am. We thank the teachers and all
within our school communities who have
prepared these young people for a very
important moment of their faith journey.

The Lotto draw will take place at
th
9.30am on Monday September 27 .
Envelopes must be received by 7pm on
th
Sunday 26 September 2021 to be
included in the draw. The jackpot will
stand now at €15,000 until it is won.
The Parish Lotto is a small but
important source of revenue for our
parish community.
Envelopes are available at the back of
the Church at €2 each or three for €5.
All envelopes will be included in two
€25 Lucky Dip draws if the Jackpot isn’t
won
Thank you for your support.

Numbers from last week were;

14  18  22  31
Closure of Church car park.
Due to the resurfacing of the church
grounds, the car park will be closed to
all vehicles from this coming Monday
th
September 27 until Friday October
st
1 . We ask that you take extra care
and follow the signs for entry to the
church during this coming week.
Thank you for your understanding
Collections at Mass
As our usual 1st and 2nd collections will
not be taken up during Mass for the
forseeable future, we invite you to place
these donations in the secure safe as
you enter the church for Mass or they
can be placed in the donation boxes that
will be at the exit points of the church as
you leave. You can also donate through
our
parish
website
at
www.goodshepherdchurchtown.ie
and click the donate button.

Thank You.

Financial Corner

Ministers of the Word
th

Saturday Sept 25
th
Sunday Sept 26

5pm Brid Kavanagh
10am Paul Ruane
12noon Brendan McDonald

Ministers of the Eucharist
th

Saturday Sept 25
5pm William McAuliffe
th
Sunday Sept 26 10am Jim Boland
12noon Valerie Somers

Weekly Collections
st

1 Collection
€994.05
nd
2 Collection
€367.70
Family Offering Envelopes €487.00
Shrines
€471.60
Parish Lotto
€379.65
Thank You for your continued
generosity and support.
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Letter from Archbishop Dermot Farrell
Sunday, 26 September, is Diocesan Safeguarding Day. This year our focus is on safeguarding in a time of pandemic.
Our Safeguarding Day poster, which is available to download on csps.dublindiocese.ie draws attention to some of the ways
we have tried to protect each other during this time: by observing social distancing guidelines; by wearing face masks; by
caring for the poor as we see two people putting together hampers for distribution to poor families at Christmas. When we
refer to safeguarding we think of the steps we take to protect children and vulnerable adults from abuse. Our recent
experiences of Covid-19 remind us that this is not something new or alien. The terminology may be different, but the
activity of protecting the young and the vulnerable has always been central to who we are as a Christian community.
While the term 'vulnerable adult' has a particular meaning within our policies and guidelines, we have all learned a little bit
more about what it means to be vulnerable during this time. We have been vulnerable to illness, to the loneliness that goes
with social isolation, and to poverty as traditional sources of income dry up. We have experienced this at diocesan level
through the very painful experience of letting go of some of our much loved and valued colleagues. We have had to make
do with less. However, that opens up fresh challenges and opportunities as we learn to share with each other, across
parishes and across dioceses, our time and our expertise in the work of safeguarding.
There have been some changes over the past year. Safeguarding training has been delivered via Zoom, though it is hoped
that people will be able to attend training in person again sometime in 2022. The National Vetting Bureau have limited the
number of roles for which vetting can be obtained. We, along with others who work with children and vulnerable persons,
have appealed against what we consider an overly restrictive interpretation of the legislation.
While we await the outcome of a review of the vetting legislation, we must not allow this to weaken our safeguarding
practices. We need to explore other means to ensure that those who minister in our parishes do not represent a threat to
the safety of children and vulnerable adults. All this is a reminder that there is never just one way of doing things. If one
door is closed to us, we must open another.Some things have changed, but others remain the same. In 2015, Pope Francis
told us that: 'Families need to know that the Church is making every effort to protect their children. They should also know
that they have every right to turn to the Church with full confidence, for it is a safe and secure home'. Our safeguarding
practices may have to change to adapt to new circumstances. Our commitment to make the Church in Dublin a safe and
secure
home
for
children
and
vulnerable
adults
remains
undiminished.

I ask you to remember in your prayers all those who have suffered abuse.
+ Dermot Farrell
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AWARE - SUPPORT & SELF CARE GROUPS
If you, or those with whom you work wish to connect
with people in relation to your mental wellbeing,
please consider using the Phone in and Zoom Support
& Self Care Groups, the Support Line or Support Mail,
now and throughout the year.
These services provide support, coping skills and
information – and most importantly help people who
are in distress to know and feel that they are not
alone in their experience. For more information
about the groups
https://www.aware.ie/support/support-groups/
and all of our services on www.aware.ie

PATHWAYS: EXPLORING FAITH AS AN ADULT

Summer Dues Envelopes 2021

Pathways is a two-year, one evening a week,
Adult Faith Development course on Thursday
evenings. Run by the Archdiocese of Dublin in
DCU St. Patrick’s Campus (MDCCE), Drumcondra
Road. Late September to May (7.00 p.m. – 9.30
p.m).

Many thanks to those who have returned their
Summer Dues envelopes. They can be returned at
your convenience to either of the large safes in
the church. We ask that all cheques for Summer
Dues are made payable to 'Church of the Good
Shepherd'.

Application now open for September 2021. Early
application advised.

It is also possible to donate to the Summer Dues
online through our parish website at:
www.goodshepherdchurchtown.ie/ and click on
the ‘Donate’ button. You will find Summer Dues
2021 and then follow the instructions.

Contact: Pathways Director, Eileen Houlahan at
01 8087594 or pathways@dublindiocese.ie.
Web: www.evangelisation.ie

The Summer along with the Easter and Christmas
Dues support the priests of the parish and diocese,
and the sick and retired priests of the Dublin
Diocese. Thank you for you ongoing generosity
and support.
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PASTORAL ARRANGEMENTS September 2021

From Monday September 6th attendance at Masses and Services will be permitted at 50% of a church’s capacity. Please ensure
you continue to wear a face covering and sanitise your hands on entering and leaving the church.

Mass times September:
Tuesday to Friday 10am
Saturday 5pm
Sunday 10am and 12 noon.
These times will be reviewed each month and may change at short notice on advice from Government/HSE
On the day of a funeral the church will open for private prayer at 11am. We will do our best to give as much notice as possible
through the parish website and announcements at Mass if there is a funeral. Thank you for your understanding.
Baptisms:The celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism must follow all protective measures. 20 people (including the candidate)
may attend each ceremony. There will be a maximum of 6 candidates baptised at each ceremony. Baptisms will take place on
Saturday October 2nd at 10am and on Saturday November 6th and Saturday December 4th at 10am. Please contact the Parish
Office to register for one of those dates.
The Parish Office opens on Monday to Friday from 10am to 2pm. You can contact the parish office at 01 2984 642 or email
info@goodshepherdchurchtown.ie.
The Church will be open daily from 9am to 7pm. On the day of a funeral the church will open at 11am.
Pastoral meetings/Pastoral gatherings in the Parish Centre will resume on a phased basis from Monday September 6th.
Numbers attending these meetings will remain limited for the month of September. Further updates will follow in October.
From Monday September 6th the celebration of the Sacraments of 1st Holy Communion, Confirmation may resume.
Ceremonies must continue to follow all protective measure. Numbers attending these Sacraments will remain limited up to the
possible further easing of restrictions on October 22nd. The dates for the celebration of these Sacraments that were postponed
in 2020 and 2021 have been communicated to all families who registered with the Parish at the beginning of the summer and are
published below. Please contact the Parish Office for any queries at: sacraments@goodshepherdchurchtown.ie
Sacrament of Confirmation for those who were due to be confirmed in 2020 will take place on Saturday October 2 nd at
11.30am, with an alternate option for Saturday February 26th at 10am
Sacrament of 1st Holy Communion for those who were due to receive their 1st Holy Communion in 2020 will take place on
Saturday November 13th at 10am with an alternate option for Saturday February 12th at 10am
Sacrament of 1st Holy Communion for those who were due to receive their 1st Holy Communion in 2021 will take place on
Saturday November 20th at 10am with an alternate option for Saturday February 12th at 10am
Weekly donations to the 1st & 2nd collections, Family Offering, as well as Summer Dues and donations for the St. Vincent de
Paul Society can be placed in the secure safes in the church. Alternatively you can contribute to these collections by clicking the
‘Donate’ button at the top of the parish website https://www.goodshepherdchurchtown.ie/ and follow the instructions. A
donation box will be placed at the exit points of the church after weekend Masses to facilitate any contributions you may wish to
make.Thank You for your ongoing support and generosity.
The Parish Lotto Draw takes place each Monday at 9.30am. (Except Bank Holidays where the draw will take place on a Tuesday
at 9.30am).
Thank You for your continued understanding and support.
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Season of Creation 2021
The Season of Creation has a special significance for the Catholic Church, particularly since Pope Francis established 1
September as an annual World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation.
The Season of Creation or Creation Time, is marked throughout the Christian world from 1 September to 4 October (Feast
of Saint Francis of Assisi) and celebrates the joy of creation as well as encouraging awareness-raising initiatives to
protect the natural environment.

Restoring Our Common Home
The theme for the Season of Creation 2021 is ‘Restoring Our Common Home’. During this season we are asked to join
together to celebrate creation and protect our common home through prayer, reflection and action.
The global Christian family is called to awaken to the urgent need to heal our relationships with creation and with each
other and to encourage our parish communities to do the same, “for we know that things can change!” (Laudato Si’, 13).
This year we celebrate this season mindful of the fact that our world continues to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic as well
as a devastating climate and biodiversity crisis. We look towards two UN Conferences in the Autumn, COP15 (on
Biodiversity, due to take place in China) and COP24 (on climate change, Glasgow) in the hope that world leaders take the
urgent action that is needed to Restore Our Common Home. Catholics are urged to sign the “Healthy Planet Healthy
People” petition as a key action for this year’s Season of Creation. This petition has been endorsed by the Vatican
Dicastery for Integral Human Development in the hope that millions of Catholics will raise their voices in the public sphere
to help Restore Our Common Home in the run up to these vital UN Conferences.
At this time every person on our planet is confronted with two interconnected crises: the coronavirus pandemic and the
ecological crisis. Both define our age. Both require urgent action. But it is the reality of climate change that is ‘humanity’s
defining challenge.’ Over the coming decades, the havoc of the pandemic will pale when compared to that of climate
change.
To respond to the climate crisis, and to mark the Season of Creation—which began on September 1st and continues until
the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi on October 4th—Archbishop Farrell has published a pastoral letter, The Cry of the
Earth—The Cry of the Poor: the Climate Catastrophe—Creation’s Urgent Call for Change. This pastoral is an invitation to all
people—those in the Church and those beyond—to reflect on the climate crisis in new ways, so that the baptised may live
the life of faith more vibrantly, and everyone may respond more actively to the serious situation in which the world finds
itself. The pastoral letter is available on the link below (Press Ctrl and click)
https://dublindiocese.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Archbishop-Farrell-Pastoral-Letter-The-Cry-of-the-Earth.pdf

