WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, CHURCHTOWN
Sunday 6th December 2020 Second Sunday of Advent
Parish Office Opening Hours: Monday, Thursday, Friday 10am – 2 pm
Tel. Numbers: Parish Office: 01 2984642
Fr. Brian Edwards 01 5571459
Website www.goodshepherdchurchtown.ie
E-mail: info@goodshepherdchurchtown.ie

Mass Intentions for the
Coming Week.
Sunday 6th December 2020
10am Special Intention
12noon Brid & Berney Timlin Anniversary
John Neville Anniversary
Austin O’Reilly Anniversary
Josephine & Bernard O’Reilly
Anniversary
Liam O’Sullivan 1st Anniversary
Brendan Cassidy & Rosanna
Cassidy Anniversary
Paddy Conway Recently
Deceased
Liam Fenix Recently Deceased
Patrick McKenna Recently
Deceased
Helena & Sean Hegarty
Anniversary
Sheila Cronin Recently Deceased
Anthony Rath Recently Deceased
Pat Delaney RIP
Tuesday 8th December 2020
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
10am William Wall RIP
11.30am Peggy Treacy 4th Anniversary

Wednesday 9th December 2020
10am Margaret Houlihan Birthday
Remembrance RIP
Tony Perrem Recently Deceased
Thursday 10th December 2020
10am Special Intention
Friday 11th December 2020
10am Special Intention
Saturday 12th December 2020
5pm
Muireann O’Sullivan
Sunday 13th December 2020
10am Anthony, Rose & Brendan
Twyford Anniversary.
12noon Gerry & Mary McGuinness
Anniversary
Liam Fenix Recently Deceased
Paddy Conway Recently
Deceased
John Carey 19th Anniversary
Chris O’Grady 3rd Anniversary
Marie Lynch 10th Anniversary
Sr. Laboure Keeley 11th
Anniversary

Pray for those who died recently:
Hilda Scully
Anthony (Frankie) Shields
May they rest in peace

.

Pastoral Arrangements
th
th
December 6 – December 13
(These times may be changed at
short notice)
Sunday December 6th
Church opens at 9am. Mass at 10am & 12
noon. Church closes at 5pm.
Parish Shop open for a short time after
both masses.
Monday December 7th
Mass on webcam from
Ballyroan/Rathfarnham at 10am.
Church opens at 11am for Private Prayer
until 7pm. Parish Office open from 11am 2pm Church closes at 7pm.
Tuesday December 8th
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Mass at 10am & 11:30am.
Parish Office and shop will be open today
from 10am – 12:45pm .
Church closes at 7pm.
Wednesday December 9th
Mass at 10am. Parish Office Closed today.
Church closes at 7pm.
Thursday December 10th
Mass at 10am. Parish Office and shop will
be open today from 10am – 2pm .
Church closes at 7pm.
Friday December 11th
Mass at 10am. Parish Office and shop will
be open today from 10am – 2pm .
Church closes at 7pm.
Saturday December 12th
Church opens at 9.00am. Mass at 5pm.
Church closes at 6pm.
Sunday December 13th
Church opens at 9am. Mass at 10am & 12
noon. Church closes at 5pm.
The maximum number permitted to attend
public Mass is 100. For Funerals and
Weddings the numbers allowed to attend
remains at 25.

Mass Times
December 1st to 23rd 2020
Weekdays:
Tuesday 10am
Wednesday 10am
Thursday 10am
Friday 10am

Weekends:
Saturday 5pm
Sunday 10am & 12noon.

Donation of Poinsettia Plants

Donations of red ponsettia plants for the
decoration of the Altar, Crib and Church
over Christmas and Epiphany would be
very much appreciated. They can be left in
the Church in the area beside the baptism
font anytime after December 14th.
Many thanks for your generosity.

Tuesday December 8th.
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Masses at 10.00am & 11.30am

PARISH LOTTO
Our Jackpot currently stands at
€14,200
The next Parish Lotto Draw will take place
Monday 7th December 2020. The Parish
Lotto is a small but important source of
revenue for our parish community.We
would like to take this opportunity to thank
all our players and the volunteers who
manage the weekly draw on behalf of the
Parish. Envelopes are available at the back
of the Church at €2 each or three for €5. All
envelopes will be included in two €25
Lucky Dip draws if the Jackpot isn’t won.
The two €25 winners this week were;
Kevin Hough
Miriam Healy
Christmas Draw Monday December 21st
2 Extra €25 Lucky Dip Draws and 4 €50
Super Valu vouchers for the Christmas
Lotto draw taking place on Monday
December 21st

Financial Corner
On Line Donations November 2020
1st Collection €384
2nd Collection €304
Family Offering €1071
Weekly Collections
1st Collection € 649.60
2nd Collection €162.00
Family Offering € 393.00
Shrines €600.55
Lotto €325.50
Thank You for your continued generosity
and support.
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The Celebration of Christmas 2020
Parish of the Good Shepherd, Churchtown.
This year of 2020 has been a year like no other. The upcoming celebration of Christmas will be a Christmas like no other in so
many ways, including in our Parish, within our families and in the celebration of our Masses and services. Under normal
circumstances we would be welcoming around 2,000 people for our Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Unfortunately
this will not be possible for Christmas 2020. We welcome the fact that Churches around the country were allowed to open again
on Tuesday December 1st for public Masses, but with restrictions of 50 people allowed to attend, except where the size of the
Church allows for greater capacity, while respecting a number of circumstances. In the Church of the Good Shepherd, we are able
to accommodate a maximum 100 people for our public Masses and services. The attendance at funerals and weddings is still
limited to 25 people.
On December 3rd our Archbishop Diarmuid Martin published some reflections where he says:
I draw your attention to the Pastoral Message of the Bishops of Ireland on our preparations for the celebration of Christmas,
issued after our on-line meeting yesterday. The Bishops address the challenges linked with the celebration of Mass during the
Christmas period. The thoughts are the same as our diocesan policy. Allow me to quote some paragraphs:
“Clearly it will be impossible for our usual large congregations to assemble for Mass on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. We wish
to remind Catholics that the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days remains suspended during the pandemic. But
Christmas is about more than just one day. Families are welcome to attend Mass at some point during the twelve days from
Christmas Eve to Epiphany. Christmas Masses will also be widely available over webcam and we strongly encourage families to
“tune in” from the “domestic churches” of their living rooms and join with those who are gathering in their local churches in
welcoming the birth of the Christ-child.
It is possible to experience the spiritual richness of this special season in many ways. Our homes can become “little churches”
where we invite the Christ-child in. The age-old tradition of having a Christmas crib in the home and gathering there as a family
to pray or to sing a carol will be especially meaningful this year. We also invite families or “household bubbles” to pay a visit to
their local church at some time during the twelve days to offer a Christmas prayer at the crib and pray together for their families
and for those particularly impacted by the pandemic”.
There is a false impression on the part of some that we have returned to the circumstances of low risk more generally associated
with Level 2 of the government regulations. This is not the case. We are at Level 3 with a special concession to allow Churches to
be open for public worship to enable us to prepare for Christmas. This is a limited concession for which we are appreciative. It
must however be understood within the wider imperative of reducing gatherings to what is essential. In some cases parishes are
intending to provide a very large number of Mass on Christmas Eve and on Christmas Day. In other cases, parishes wish to
suspend the celebration of Mass on those days. Each parish may have different situations, but encouraging people to travel from
one parish to another involves once again unnecessary movement and gatherings of people. Full text at www.dublindiocese.ie
As mentioned it will be impossible to welcome people in very large numbers for any Mass or Service over Christmas. The
maximum number we can welcome to any Mass or service is 100 people which is under 25% of our normal capacity. For those
who wish to attend a Mass or Service on Dec 24th and 25th a ticket will be required. Acknowledging that this is far from an ideal
situation, it lessens the risk of people arriving in very large numbers on a 1st come first served basis and being turned away in
disappointment. Some people will be upset at the thought of not being able to attend when it has been a tradition amongst so
many people and families for a long number of years.
Tickets will be issued from the Parish Office beginning this coming Thursday and Friday from 10.30 to 1pm and after the weekend
Masses on Dec 12th and 13th. We will ask for the names and contact details of those wishing to acquire tickets and they will be
validated on arrival for the Masses and services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day to facilitate contact tracing if such a need
arises. It will not be possible to reserve tickets over the phone. If you are unable to obtain a ticket we invite you to view the Mass
or Service all of which will be broadcast on the parish webcam at http://www.goodshepherdchurchtown.ie/web-cam/. The
Parish deeply regret having to restrict numbers but the safety of everyone is of vital importance. As mentioned it will be a
Christmas like no other when we are asked not to shake hands, not to hug each other, not to meet, gather or chat in groups at
the entrance and exit points of the church or in the car park. Many thanks for the ongoing support, co operation and
understanding over these extremely challenging months. We hope and pray for a brighter and more hope filled New Year of 2021
together.
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Times of Masses and Services Dec 24th – 31st
December 24th
Christmas Eve

3.30pm
4.30pm
6pm
7.30pm

Service of Prayer/Blessing of Crib/Carols
Service of Prayer/Blessing of Crib/Carols
Christmas Eve Mass
Christmas Eve Mass

December 25th

8.30am
9.30am
10.30am
12noon

Christmas Morning Prayer and Carols
Christmas Morning Prayer and Carols
Christmas Day Mass
Christmas Day Mass

Music will be provided at all Christmas Masses and Services.
Saturday December 26th Feast of Saint Stephen
10.00am
Mass
No Vigil Mass
Sunday December 27th
10am
12noon

Mass
Mass

Monday December 28th
9.00am

Church opens for Private Prayer

Tuesday December 29th – Thursday December 31st
10.00am
Mass

Mass Times January 2021
Weekdays:

Tuesday to Fridays inclusive Mass at 10am

Weekends:

Saturday 5pm
Sunday 10am & 12noon.
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL ANNUAL CHRISTMAS APPEAL
The Annual Christmas appeal for the St Vincent de Paul Society will be made at all Masses next weekend Dec
12th /13th . A member from our local conference will speak at all the Masses. Envelopes have been distributed
throughout the parish and can be returned to the church and placed in the secure safes. Alternatively donations
and contributions can be made as you leave the church after Mass that weekend where there will be members
from the local conference present. Your support and generosity will be very much appreciated. Below you will
find a letter from Eileen Leddy, President of the local conference.

Dear Friend and Neighbour,
For most of us, this year has been difficult in many ways. For struggling Families, it has been unbearably tough.
The Good Shepherd Conference here in Churchtown gives assistance to Families in need, who are struggling with
everyday costs {Food, Heating, Gas/Electricity, School expenses etc.} or may be trying to deal with some
unforeseen Financial Hardship. We have been unable to hold regular Church Collections and we are now, more
than ever, seeking your support to continue helping Families over the Christmas Period.
We hope to deliver envelopes to households and Any Donation is greatly appreciated as it will help ease the
burden on Families in need. Donations can be made in a number of ways:
1. Post your Donation to us c/o the Parish Office or hand deliver to any one of the three safes in the Church of
the Good Shepherd.
2. Support the Collection at Masses on the weekend of December 12th/13th if restrictions allow.
3. Use the Donate button on the svp.ie website or phone the SVP no. 0818 176176 to donate.
4. Arrange a Bank Transfer {once off, monthly or quarterly} to the Good Shepherd Conference of St. Vincent De
Paul. Bank account details are BIC: AIBKIE2D IBAN: IE12 AIBK 9311 7911 7030 15.
If you are in a position to donate 250 Euros or more, we can also benefit from a tax rebate at no additional cost
to you.
However, I emphasise that Any Donation is greatly appreciated. Thank you most sincerely for your generous
support during this difficult year. It is greatly appreciated and has been crucial to our work in helping those in
need.
Every Best Wish to you over the Christmas Period.
Eileen Leddy, President, Good Shepherd Conference
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Crosscare Appeal for Support this Christmas as food collections cancelled
Crosscare is appealing to people to support them on line this Advent as they will be unable to hold their annual Parish Food
Collection for those most in need.
Every December, Crosscare collected thousands of euros worth of non-perishable foods to restock their foodbanks and
support their community cafés.
This year, due to Covid 19 restrictions Crosscare will not be able to launch a food collection in the Diocese of Dublin as
usual. However, in order to ensure they have adequate supplies, they are asking people to support them by making a
donation on line to ensure families struggling to cope can have food on the table this Christmas.
Crosscare services have been stretched to capacity in 2020 as they adapted to help people on the margins during the
pandemic. When the Coronavirus outbreak began in March, Crosscare worked closely with the HSE and the Dublin
Regional Homeless Executive to provide an extra 100 beds for homeless people. People were able to shelter in good quality
accommodation, with their own rooms to ensure social distancing and personal safety among the homeless community.
Foodbanks have remained open, operating to strict hygiene and Covid safety standards to ensure families and vulnerable
individuals got what they needed. So far this year, over 7,000 food parcels have been distributed. Demand remains high as
many more people in our parishes and communities, who did not need support before, struggle with the economic
downturn.
Archbishop Diarmuid Martin said he was proud of the way Crosscare had adapted to ensure that young people, the
homeless, families in need and those who have been further isolated by the pandemic continued to be supported by
Crosscare staff at this difficult time.
He appealed to priests and parishes to encourage those parishioners who would ordinarily have supported food drives and
the unwanted gifts appeal to go on line and make a donation www.crosscare.ie
Please support if you can

Blessing of an Advent Wreath.
We ask you, God, our Creator, to bless our Advent wreath. May it remind us that Jesus is in our midst and that we are
surrounded by his love and care. Bless these candles on our wreath. May they remind us that Jesus is the Light of the
World. Bless these evergreens on our wreath. May they remind us that Jesus’ love for us is everlasting and that nothing
can come between us and his love. May this wreath remind us to prepare well for Christmas, each and every day of the
Advent season. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

